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Introduction

In traditional Judaism, the festival of Shavuot €#ks”) marks the
culmination of the experience of redemption, somes calledAtzeret
Pesach(moe msy), the “Gathering of Passover.” Since the greatdeso
from Egypt was intended to lead to the revelatib8inai, the goal of
Passover is the giving of the Torah to the Jewesbpfe. God took the Jews
out of Egypt so that they would be His own treadyreople, holy and
separated from the pagan cultures around theneethdll of theno’edim
(holidays) are connected with this event, includimg fall festivals of Rosh
Hashanah, Yom Kippur and Sukkot.

According to the sages: The new moon of Nisan mémkstart of sacred time, Passover
remembers the sacrifice of the Passover Lambji$tedfay of Unleavened Bread
remembers the Exodus from Egypt, the seventh déjntgfavened Bread remembers the
crossing of the Red Sea, the counting of the Oells the days before the giving of
the Torah at Sinai, and Shavuot remembers thegfithe Torah exactly seven weeks
after the Exodus (on Sivan 6). Indeed, Shavuot@imil Sinai is sometimes considered
the day on which Judaism was born.

Seven Weeks to Sinai

Bitter Water Bread from Water from  War with
Macde Sweet Heaven the Rock Amalek

Passover Unleavened Bread Courting of the Omer Giving of Torah
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The Biblical Background of Shavuot

The book of Exodus tells us how Moses was sentdny t@ Egypt to be a deliverer of
Israel. Pharaoh, of course, did not heed Mosesap set the people of Israel free
from their slavery, and the stage was then sahfashowdown between the God of

Israel and the gods of Egypt.

After repeated demonstrations of the glory and pa¢he LORD, God told Moses that
He would bring a final and terrible plague that Vaocause Pharaoh to relent and let the
people go. All the firstborn sons in the land wobdlkilled -- except for those who
observed what God called the Passover.

The LORD commanded that on Nisan 10 the head df kaasehold would select an
unblemished young male lamb to be offered as afisacto the LORD. On the
afternoon of Nisan 14 (erev Pesach), a family memiaes to slaughter the lamb (called
korban pesachand smear some of its blood on all three sidéseotioorframe, top, right
and left. The lamb was then to be roasted andahadte unleavened bread (i.e., matzah)
and maror (bitter herbs). This meal was to be cmesli‘in haste” since the Israelites
would begin their exodus the following morning (&ls15). The LORD further required
that only matzah was to be eaten for a week dfeePassover meal (from Nisan 15-22),
perhaps to recall the haste in which they left Egyp

At midnight on Nisan 15 the LORD killed all thediborn males of those who did not put
the blood of the lamb upon their doorposts (thesdeWwo trusted in the LORD were
“passed over{pasach)rom the angel of death). Pharaoh and most of Egsgse in the
middle of the night, lamented the loss of theildit@in, and begged the Israelites to leave
Egypt. The great Exodus from Egypt finally begartefexactly 430 years in Egypt (EX.
12:40-1, 51, but reckoned from the birth of Isaagr 600,000 adult males, along with
their wives and children, departed with a wealtlgafl and silver which the Egyptians
had given them.

As soon as the Jews left Egypt, a fiery Pillar tdud appeared before them, leading
them from Rameses to Succoth and then southwaratdotive desert (Ex. 13:20-1). But
Pharaoh and his army soon realized that the Jewswexer coming back and decided to
pursue and enslave them once again (Ex. 14:4d&ig later, on Nisan 21, the Israelites
were trapped with the Egyptian army behind themtaerdSea of Reeds before them. The
Pillar of Cloud moved behind the Israelites anadtbetween them and the Egyptians.
Moses then stretched out his staff before the sdataniraculously parted so that the
Jews could walk through. When the Jews had fulbgsed over, the Egyptians tried to
follow after them, but Moses again stretched ositstaff and the waters caved in on
them so that the pursuing army was drowned.

Three days later, on Nisan 24, the people cameai@h where the water was bitter.

Moses threw some wood in the waters and they beoaagen chayim sweet water
good for drinking (Ex. 15:22-26). A month laterethews complained that they were out
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of food, but God sent manna to feed them (Ex. b&@restingly, the amount of manna
collected each day was called an omer. Later 8igl Jews began to settle at Rephidim,
near Mount Sinai, but again there was no water.@degas commanded to take the
elders to a rock at Sinai and strike it with heffsto miraculously bring forth water (Ex.
17:1-7). While the Jews were camped in Rephidim Amalekites (descendants of Esau)
suddenly attacked them. Israel won the battle@md commanded them to never forget
their adversaries (Ex. 17:9-16).

After 45 days in the desert, on the new moon oa&jthe Jews reached the desert of
Sinai and camped near the very mountain where Measdirst commissioned (EX.
19:1). During the previous weeks the Jews had beaoore and more conscious of the
LORD and therefore more and more readied to regaesteuction (Torah) from Him
before entering the Promised Land.

Moses ascended the mountain, and there God comehaindeo tell the leaders that if
they would obey the LORD and keep His covenant) they would be the LORD’s
"kingdom of priests" and "holy nation." After dediting this message, the people
responded by proclaimingol asher diber Adonai na’asdhall that the LORD has
spoken, we shall do"). Moses then returned to thentain and was told to command the
people to sanctify themselves before the LORD detma upon the mountain in three
days. The people were to abstain from worldly catsfand not so much as touch (under
penalty of death) the boundaries of the mountde. ready for the third day; for on the
third day the LORD will come down on Mount Sinaitive sight of all the people."”

Rabbinic tradition says that the Torah was actugillgn on the sixth of Sivan, the
Shabbat following the new moon of Sivan that yedri¢h would make the new moon of
Sivan a MondayShabbat 86b]).

On Shabbat morning of the sixth of Sivan, exaatlyes weeks after the Exodus, all the
children of Israel gathered at the foot of Moumi&si where the LORD descended amidst
thunder, lightning, billowing smoke, fire, and th@luminous blast of the shofar. The
LORD then declared the foundation of moral condaquired of the people, the Ten
Commandments.

The sound of a shofar grew louder and louder tetibr gripped the heart of the people.
The LORD then uttered, “I am the LORD Thy God whok you out of Egypt.” As the
LORD began speaking the second commandment, hoyteegpeople began falling
back in fear and begged Moses to be their “middi€na mediator before God. The
people then stood far off, while Moses alone drearro the thick darkness where God
was.

As mediator of the covenant, Moses later reporetie Israelites all the words of the
LORD and the people responded in unidan,hadevarim asher diber Adonai na’eseh:
"all the words which the LORD has said we will dblé wrote down the words of the
covenan{sefer habrit) built an altar at the foot of Mount Sinai with twe pillars (one
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for each tribe of Israel), and ordered sacrifieethe LORD to be made. He took the
sacrificial blood from the offerings, threw halfapthe altar, and read the covenant to
the people. The people ratified the covenant Wighwordskol asher diber Adonai
na'aseh v’nishmg'all that the LORD says we will do and obey"). Wpzearing their
ratification, Moses took the other half of the si&mal blood and threw it on the people
saying, "Behold the blood of the covenant thatltB&kD has made with you in
accordance with all these words."

Next, Moses, Aaron (and his sons Nadav and Aviéwl, seventy of the elders of Israel
ascended Mount Sinai to eat a "covenant affirmatieal” between klal Yisrael and the
LORD. It was there that the elders beheld the amesglory ofElohei Yisraelthe God
of Israel), under whose feet was "a pavement gblsaes, like the very heaven for
clearness" (Ex. 24:9-11).

After returning from the mountain with the eldetse LORD commanded Moses to go
back up to receivkichot ha’ever{the tablets of stone) inscribed with the Ten
Commandments (Ex. 24:12). He remained on the moufdgaa total of 40 days and 40
nights learning Torah while the Israelites waitedHim at the camp down below (Ex.
24:13-18).

Midrashim about the Tablets

According to Jewish midrasthe tablets of stone were made of blue
sapphire as a symbol of the heavens and God'sejwaiiten by the ;
“finger of God” (Ex. 31:18). The Hebrew letters wesaid to be bored fully .
through the stone (Ex. 32:15), which was a miragilge the inner part of g
some of the Hebrew letters (such as Samekh anfthéddviem) “floated”
in place. Moreover, even though the letters wereddully through the Ashurit
stone, both sides appeared normally (that is, blaek” of the tablet looked
identicalto the front -Shabbos 104a).

Jewish tradition claims that the Hebrew script usadKetav Ashurit(the classical
Hebrew script used in the Scriptures today), artdholderKetav Ivri (which was later
written (by God) on the second set of tablets ases hewed after he broke the original
set). Another midrash says that the tablets “cauheir own weight,” enabling Moses to
carry them down the mountain.

Another well-known Jewish midrash says that the DORitially offered the Torah to
each of the 70 nations, but none accepted it withiwt asking what it was about. After
hearing the various commandments, each nationdrad sxcuse or another for not
accepting it (for example, God offered Torah toldtemaelites, but they declined the
offer because of its prohibition of theft, sinceitltrading practices required it). God
finally turned to the nation of Israel, who s&ml asher diber Adonai na'as€tall that

the LORD says we will do"). Note something rematkehere: Unlike the other nations,
Israel chose Torabeforeknowing its contents (Exodus 19:8). In fact, eaétler Moses
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had explained the extent of Torah’s demands, &alklsaidkol asher diber Adonai
na'aseh v’nishmg'all that the LORD says we will dand obey) (Exodus 24:7). The
heart of the Jew unquestioningly says "Yes" tolt&RD like a child who trusts his
father...(halevai- may we all so live!).

The Agricultural background - Yom Ha-Bikkurim

When the Jews began to settle in the Promised lthadneaning of Shavuot was
transformed into an agricultural holiday that cedébd the LORD’s provision for His
people. In the final book of Torah, Moses reviewsal history and the laws given to the
Jews and reminded them to faithfully observe Pass(¥eut. 16:1-7), Unleavened Bread
(Deut 16:8), the Omer Count (Deut 16:9), and Shavuo

You shall count seven weeks. Begin to count theseveeks from the time the
sickle is first put to the standing grain. Then whall keep the Feast of Weeks to
the LORD your God with the tribute of a freewilfefing from your hand, which
you shall give as the LORD your God blesses youl yau shall rejoice before
the LORD your God. (Deut. 16:9-11)

The Hebrew worghevameans severshavu’ahmeans week, arfShavuomeans weeks.
Exactly seven weeks after the first harvest ofdyais the celebration &havuot
(“weeks”), one of the three pilgrimage holidays whdews would come to timeishkan
(and later the Temple) to present the firstfrufttheir spring crops before the LORD.
Since Shavuot occurs on the 50th day after PasstbMe6Greek translators of the Torah
called this day “Pentecost.”

e e
The first fruits of the crops were callbkkurim,and referred T
especially tdShivat Haminin{the seven species of fruits) of the " i
Promised Land: Wheat, barley, grapes, figs, ponmages,
olives, and dates (Deut. 8:8). As soon as a Jefarsier saw the

first sign of ripening fruit in his field or orchdyrhe would tie a 21 men
string or ribbon around it and designate it as bikk. &%
Later he would pick this fruit, put it in a baskebven of gold ; 8?*
and silver (the poor used wicker baskets of peeiddw

branches) and head to the mishkan (or later td émeple in 1 e

baskets on the road, singing songs of joyful praigeey would

Jerusalem) for the festival of Shavuot. Sinceas\wa pilgrimage
festival, a large procession of other Jews woulddreying their ‘ }&
place their baskets on oxen adorned with garlahtiewers in 0

a grand parade to Jerusalem! As the pilgrims pasedgh

various towns along the way, they would be accorngaby
still others (Deut. 26:1-3).
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At the mishkan (or Temple), each family would pragée basket of fruits to a kohen
(priest) to be put before the altar while recitthg following passage from the book of
Deuteronomy:

A wandering Aramean was my father. And he went doterEgypt and sojourned
there, few in number, and there he became a nagi@at, mighty, and populous.
And the Egyptians treated us harshly and humiliateénd laid on us hard labor.
Then we cried to the LORD, the God of our fathansl the LORD heard our voice
and saw our affliction, our toil, and our oppressidAnd the LORD brought us out
of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched,amith great deeds of terror,
with signs and wonders. And he brought us intoglase and gave us this land, a
land flowing with milk and honey. And behold, nduvihg the first of the fruit of the
ground, which you, O LORD, have given me.' Andsywll set it down before the
LORD your God and worship before the LORD your God.

The Priestly Avodah - Shtei Halechem

In the priestlyavodah(service) at the mishkan (and later at the Temghe)49 day
countdown to the holiday is called Sefirat Omerdt@ting of the Omer”), every day of
which a special blessing was recited naming exduily many more days were left
before the climactic 50th day - a Jubilee of days!

Just as a sample of the first crop of barley wagegdefore the altar during the festival
of Firstfruits, so on Shavuot a sample of the fursip of thewheatharvest was brought to
the priests, baked into two loaves of leaveneddf®atei halechempnd then waved
(tenufah)before the altar as a concluding rite of the seaghbis was the only time
leavened bread was used by the priests for theadv@de Lev. 2:11).

Seven Weeks of Days
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Counting of the Omer (49 days to Shavu'ot)

Shavuot stands in contrast to Passover that requieavened bread (matzah), since the
two loaves of bread made from the first fruit of thheat harvest were baked with
chametzyeast) before being "waved before the LORD" (L28:15-20). There is some
uncertainty among Jewish sages regarding the mganithe use of the otherwise
forbidden leaven (Lev. 2:11), though propheticélig a picture of the "one new man"
(composed of both Jew and Gentile) before the aftéie LORD (Eph. 2:14).
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While the Temple was still standing, Shavuot (alanigp Passover
and Sukkot) was one of the three pilgrim holidgglglosh regalim)
when Jews would come to Jerusalem to make a sacafitheir
crop’s first fruits. After the Temple was destroyadA.D. 70, the
agricultural aspect of Shavuot could no longer bseoved, and the
Talmudic sages later re-connected this festivah wie giving of the
Torah at Mt. Sinai during the month of Sivan (EQ:1).

Shavuot thus came to be call@dhan mattan torateind "The Season of the Giving of
the Torah." To this day, it has become customagb&erve Shavuot by staying up all
night studying TorahWhile this custom (calletikkun leil Shavuotjs beautiful, Jewish
law prohibits afflicting or torturing oneself orhaliday, so if you are tired or won't feel
well the next day, it is better to go to sleepikkun (order) presents small excerpts from
each book of the Tanakh as well as tractates fhrenTalmud.

Timeline of Giving the Torah

There is a connection between Passover, the OmertCand the holiday of Shavuot that
is rooted in the redemptive actions of the LORD ®btkrael. According to various
Jewish sources, the basic timeline for the givihthe Torah at Sinai is as follows:

1. Nisan 1 - The Start of the Sacred Year
On the first of Nisan, two weeks before the Exodias,LORD showed
Moses the new moon and commenced the divine ludandar. This is
called Rosh Chodashim.

2. Nisan 15 - Passover
Two weeks later, God was ready to deliver the |gesmefrom their bondage
in Egypt. Earlier that evening the Israelites kitygt Passover Seder and
sprinkled the blood of the lamb on their doorpoatsthe stroke of midnight
of Nisan 15 the LORD sent the last of the ten pdsgon the Egyptians,
killing all their firstborn. This was the breakipgint for Pharaoh and Israel
was "permitted"” to leave Egypt. 600,000 adult m#f#us the woman and
children and a "mixed multitude") left Egypt andyba the journey to Sinai
under the leadership of Moses.

3. Nisan 18 - Pharaoh Pursues
Three days after the Exodus, and regardless gfl#gries and devastation that
befell Egypt, Pharaoh mobilized his army and pulldhe Jews to bring them
back. Perhaps this was the result of Pharoah meglibat the "three-day feast to
the LORD" in the wilderness was a permanent esfrape his clutches....

4. Nisan 20 - Pharaoh traps the Israelites

Pharaoh’s army trapped the Jewish people agaies$é¢ha of Reeds. The
shechinah glory of the LORD intervened and bloctkein from attack.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

Nisan 21 - the parting of the Sea

The following day the LORD commanded Moses to otHerlsraelites to march
directly into the waters of the sea. Nachshon bemnadav of the tribe of Judah
was the first to jump into the sea; the water splid "the children of Israel walked
across on the dry land in the midst of the sea.el\the Egyptians attempted to
follow after them, the waters rushed back and dexwthem. The Israelites
celebrated their deliverance with the "Song at3ba" in praise to the LORD.

Nisan 24 - the first Shabbat celebrated
Two days later the Israelites arrived in Marah ehibey received the
commandment to observe Shabbat.

lyyar 15 - Manna is given

One month after the Exodus, God provided bread fieaven (manna) which
sustained the Israelites during their years of wand through the desert. In light
of the divine provision of food, the commandment taocollect manna on
Shabbat is restated (on lyyar 22).

lyyar 23 - Water from the Rock

38 days after the Exodus the Israelites arrivegegthidim, a desert area. The
people complained that they would die of thirst tnet LORD commanded Moses
to strike a rock with his staff to produce water.

Sivan 1 - Arrival at Sinai

The Israelites finally arrived at the desert ofébifiEx. 19:1) where Moses was initially
commissioned. Note that the question of whethemnéw moon of Sivan (Rosh Chodesh
Sivan) fell on Sunday or Monday is undecided (Talpfshabbat 86b).

Sivan 2 - The Day of Distinction, “Yom HaMeyuchas”
On this day Moses ascended Mount Sinai and Godhioldo tell the people of
Israel: "You shall be to Me a kingdom of priestsl anholy nation” (Ex. 19:4-6).

Sivan 3-5 - the three days of preparation
On Sivan 3 the LORD instructed Moses to "set botiedafor the people around
the mountain in preparation for the giving of therdh three days later.

Sivan 4 - Moses writes the Torah

According to midrash, on Sivan 4 Moses wrote domnfirst 68 chapters of the
Torah, from Genesis 1:1 to the account of the giwhthe Torah in Exodus 19.
This is unlikely, but it is part of Jewish tradiniononetheless.

Sivan 5 - the Covenant offered

On Sivan 5 Moses made a covenant with the Jewispl@at the foot of Mt Sinai at
which the people declared, "All that the LORD hpsken, we shall do and hear" (Ex.
24:7) -- pledging to "do" also before they "hedn® terms of the covenant.
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14. Sivan 6 - The giving of the Torah
On the 6th Sivan, exactly seven weeks after thal&sothe LORD revealed Himself
on Mount Sinai. All of Israel (600,000 heads of &elolds and their families) heard
the LORD speak the first two of the Ten CommandmeRbllowing this initial
revelation, Moses re-ascended Sinai for 40 day®deive the remainder of the
Torah. This date coincides exactly with the fedtofeéShavuot.

The Omer Controversy and Date of Shavuot

The date Shavuot is not explicitly mentioned in Tloeah but is inferred from the start of
the omer count. There is some controversy, howesnt precisely when the first day of
the counting of the omer should begin. This cordrsy is not insignificant, since Shavuot
is one of the thremo'edim(appointed times) in which all males are directyyntnanded to
appear before LORD in Jerusalem (Exodus 23:149iike the date of Shavuot depends
on the first day of the omer, starting the countlmwrong day would imply that festival
would be observed at the wrong time.

The Torah (Leviticus 23:15) states that the fiesg df the 49 day countdown to Shavuot
begins “on the day after the Sabbath,” but it islear if the word “Sabbath” here refers to
the weekly Sabbath or to the High Sabbath (shabpatdPassover, on Nisan 15. Three
main viewpoints developed regarding the meanintp®iphrase “after the Sabbath”:

« TheTzaddukimSadducees) believed that the word “Sabbath” vgad in its
regular sense, as the seventh day of the weekhanefore began the countdown
on the first Sunday after Passover (Talmud: Meng66p Now since Shavuot
occurs 7 weeks later to the day, this implies ithalso fell on a Sunday.
Moreover, since the date for the weekly Sabbatlesarver the year, the date of
Shavuot would likewise vary.

- ThePerushim(Pharisees), on the other hand, believed thatd#lyeafter the
Shabbat" referred to not the weekly Sabbath bthedirst day of Passover
(which is a shabbaton or day of work restrictioas)] therefore began counting
the following day, that is, the day after Passdwdrich is also the second day of
Unleavened Bread). This is supported in Joshua 52lWhen Israel first entered
the land and ate of its firstfruits. Now since Ra®s always occurs on Nisan 15,
this established a fixed date for Shavuot 49 daigs bn Sivan 6.

« TheKaraitesrejected both these methods but instead relied thmsighting of the
new moon (Rosh Chodesh) and the appearance dfsheHeaves of barely to
determine the month of Aviv and the festival ofsEiFruits, respectively. After these
observations, the wave offering of the first fruitsuld then be presented at the
temple on the day after the weekly Sabbath, ang thein would the 49 day
countdown to Shavuot begin. Therefore, since tipeagnce of the first barely
sheaves is not constant, the date Shavuot couldentmreknown with any certainty.
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Historically, the Pharisee’s position prevailedhe Jewish tradition, and the modern
Rabbinical calendar marks Shavuot on the fixed dagvan 6 (in May/June), exactly

49 days after the second day of Unleavened Breed(NL6). This accords with the
testimony of first century historians Josephus Rhilo, who both state that the “day after
the Sabbath” meant the day after the holiday Sabbat

Shavuot and Marriage

In the Talmud, Shavuot is referred to as the “nageiday” between God and the Jewish
people, between heaven and earth (Passover igleoedithe time of Israel's "betrothal”
or engagement to God). The LORD is the Heavehbtan(groom) who said, “Accept
Me”; the Jewish people represent the belokathh (bride); and the Torah represents the
ketubah(marriage contract). A midrash says that MountaBivas lifted up over the

heads of the Jewish people likefauppah(wedding canopy) when the Jews first drew
near to hear the Ten Commandments (i.e., perfoenceéhemony). The Sephardic
tradition actually recites a ketubah on the holidaghavuot to remember their marriage
to the LORD.

Just as a bride eagerly counts the days betweaesngagement and her wedding, so
Israel counts the days between Passover and Shavhent we were united with God
through our acceptance of the Torah.

Names for Shavuot

Because it is a multifaceted holiday, Shavuotvegidifferent names in the Scriptures
and in the Jewish tradition:

X ‘ Chag Shavuof‘The Festival of Weeks”); the Hebrew
mual an word shevameans severshavu’ahmeans week, and
Shavuomeans weeks. Exodus 34:22; Deut. 16:10

T’EEU an Chag Hakatzir(“The festival of the Harvest)
: Exodus 23:16

) Yom Habikkurim(*The Day of First Fruits”)
o"122aa or Num. 28:26 (not to be confused with the festivaFist
Fruits (Lev. 23:9-12).

own 1R sm3p3  Bikkurei Ketzir Chittim(“The first fruits of the wheat”)
T oo Exodus 34:22
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L an Yom HaKahal(“The Day of Assembly”)
7P O Deut. 18:16

T

: o Z'man Mattan Torateinu
il ol “The season of the giving of the Torah”

Contemporary Shavuot Customs

Since the sages identified ShavuoZasan Mattan Torateinua time that

commemorates the giving of the Torah at Mount Siaetivities and customs about
receiving the Torah are prevalent during this timdecording to midrash, the soul of
every Jew was present in the first generationraielshat left Egypt, and therefore every
Jew was “present” at Sinai when the covenant wasngiWe are commanded to consider
ourselves personally involved at Sinai. ThereforeShavuot Jews reaffirm their
commitment to the Mosaic covenant and the Jewishatéfe. During synagogue
services, everyone stands as the Ten Commandnreniscéted, and everyone ratifies
them withkol asher-dibber Adonai na’aseh v’nishmah:

YY) Ty NI 13TuR 53

andwe  wewill Adonai that He spoke all
will ohey do

Since children are considered a heritage of the DORs common for Jewish confirmation
ceremonies to be held at the synagogue. At this, tyrmung adults recommit themselves to
Talmud Torah(the study of Torah) and the decision to live dewa.

Some other Shavuot customs include decoratingdgheerand synagogue with greenery,
eating dairy foods and sweets (as samples of “amtik honey,” such as a good cheesecake),
and staying up the entire night of Shavuot to stindyTorah(tikkun leil Shavuot).

Tikkun Leil Shavuot

Among the ultra Orthodox, it is customary to staytiie entire night Note:

before the holiday of Shavuot reading selectedgugessfrom all the books This custom is based on
of the Tanakh as well as the tractates of the Talifihis custom, called  {reqiion aee some of
tikkun leil shavuat"rectification for Shavuot Night," is meant tqger the Jewish mystics
(tikkun) the mistake of being unprepared to recéideeTorah on the 32L2V§5e2h§5 the heavens
morning of Sivan 6. “We remain awake to show thatike the situation  thoughts, study, and

of our heavy-lidded ancestors at Sinai, there isegxd to bring us to our ~ Pravers of those who
. " remain awake on the
senses; we are ready to receive Torah.” dihology of passages from  anniversary of the giving

the Tanakh and Talmud is called a (Shavuot) "Tikkun of the Torah at Sinai...
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Scripture Readings for Shavuot

The following Scripture Readings are traditionasigned for the Holiday of Shavuot:

Erev Shavuot | il shavuot

(5 Sivan)

Shavuot 1 Exodus 19:1-20:23 Ezek 1:1-28; 3:12 |Jn 1:32-34; Mt 3:11-17;
(6 Sivan) Num 28:26-31 Ruth Acts 2:1-21, 37-41
Shavuot 2 Deut 14:22-16:17 Habakkuk 3:1-19 |Acts 2:1-13

(7 Sivan) Num 28:26-31

Megillat Rut - The Book of Ruth

. b
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Megillat Rut,the Book of Ruth, is read in the synagogue at this
time, since the events recounted took place duhiedime of the
spring harvest (linking it to the agricultural aspef Shavuot),
and Ruth is a picture of willing acceptance of wish lifestyle
(linking it to the events of Sinai).

Ruth was a Moabitess, a non-Jew who convertecetdetvish faith and became part of
the lineage of King David and the Messiah Yeshuauh the love of goel,or kinsman

redeemer:

Lot Abraham

'

'

Moab

Judah

¥

i El-Melech

Ruth  {---

Boaz

Jesse

'

David

Yeshua

by John J. Parsons

As theGoel (kinsman-redeemer), Boaz
was a wealthy man of the tribe of Judah
who married a Gentile bride. Boaz’s
name means “in Him is strength,” a
picture of the Mashiach Yeshua,

greater Descendant, who also redeemed
for himself a bride from among the
Gentile nations.

IOR TIONY my Ry

Your peopla shall be my pacpla,
and pour God mp Ged.
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The Anniversary of the Church

During Temple times, Shavuot was observed an dgrrali festival, though the sages
also recognized it as the time to commemorate ithegyof the Torah at Mount Sinai. As
one of the three pilgrimage festivals, Jews frohoa¢r the world would come to
Jerusalem to celebrate and reaffirm their commitrtethe covenant of Moses.

And such was the practice when God delivered thestance of which the festival of
Shavuot was merely a “type and a shadow.” For tliehadashah reveals that Shavuot
is the climax of God'’s plan for our deliverancedtigh Yeshua, the true Lamb of God
(Seh Elohim)The countdown to Shavuot represents the givintgefanticipatedNew
Covenanto mankind, since it was on this very day thatRuach HaKodesh (Holy
Spirit) was given to form the Church of God.

With a touch of divine irony, on the very day tlatvs from around the world gathered in
Jerusalem to reaffirm their commitment to the carerof Moses, the Holy Spirit
descended upon Israel to offer the promise of te RBovenant to all who will believe
(see Acts 2:1-42). This new covenant makes Tomalatéer of the heart, written by the
God's Spirit, that yields a life fruitful in the @ise of God.

Just as the resurrection of Yeshua representsittérfits of those who have died (1 Cor
15:20) and fulfills the prophetic ritual of the wiag of the omer on the festival of First
Fruits, so the giving of the Holy Spirit to the cblu fulfills the wave offering of the
wheat loaves on the day of Shavuot.

Shavuot marks the day when God entered into covevitnthe Jewish nation. During

the first Shavuot at Sinai, God instituted the Mosavenant and gave the Torah in
written form, but during the Shavuot after the resction of Yeshua, God established the
New Covenant when He wrote the Torah on the hearteshua'’s followers.

« Shavuot at Mt. Sinai is sometimes considered tlyeodavhich Judaism
was born. Shavuot in Jerusalem (Mount Zion) isdine on which the
church was born when the Holy Spirit was pouredupan the followers
of the Mashiach.

« At Mount Sinai the Ten Commandments were writtertadntets of stone
by the "finger of God" (Exodus 31:18), but at Modibn, the Torah is
written on tables of the heart by the Spirit of GAdCor 3:3; Hebrews
8:10).

« Just as the Israelites were affirmed as God's chpseple on Shavuot
with the giving of the Torah, so the Church wasraiéd as God's chosen
people at Shavuot after the Mashiach’s ascenstorhieaven as the
Mediator of a Better Covenant (Hebrews 8:6). T3 that were added
to the church that day were firstfruits of the reaed people of God.

by John J. Parsons 13 Hebrew4christians.com
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« In the Jewish tradition, Shavuot is compared teedding, for it was on Shavuot
that the covenant between God and the Jewish Pe@glsealed at Mount Sinai.
The church is calledallat Mashiach- the Bride of Messiah (Rev 21:2,9), and we
eagerly await the marriage supper to come (Rev)19:9

ManN 2257511 027p2 TIETAN M

Il put iy law in thelr inward parts, and write it in thelr hearts (Jer, 31:33)

A note about Isru Chag

The day following the closure of the Shavuot seas&mown adsru Chag,“binding the
festival” (from Psalm 118:27). It is observed asemi-festive day, when thieachanun
supplications (normally recited after the weekdagidah) are omitted from the morning
and afternoon services.

13T l‘I‘IJ"!?"I:_? EI"l_'I':l:_-':"_-_'l A7T0N 'iJ.T AN N 5H
The LORD is God; He has given us light; bind the fesffering to the horns of the altar with cords.
El Adonai yaiyaer lanu isru-chag, b’avotim ad-karnot ha-mizbe’ach.
During the Temple periodsru Chagwas the day when the pilgrims would leave

Jerusalem for their journey back home. AccordintheoTalmud, observing Isru Chag as
a festive day is akin to offering sacrifices upbe altar in the TemplgSukkah 25b).
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Preparing for Shavuot -

Getting the point of your Redemption....

Season f:y‘ our 1 iberation

P T -y
H H

Unleavened Bread

click timeline

Sivan

] 1] preparations | 14 ] 15 16 ] 17| o1s | 1e | 20222 | 6 |
Rosh Shabbat Erev Seder Firstfruits Shavu'ot
Chodashim HaGadal Pesach I [
Bedikat e e e -
Chametz Counting of the Omer (43 days to Shavu'ot)

Anticipating Revelation

The two-month wait is nearly over now, and we apéte a time to recommit our lives
to the LORD God of Israel. On Shavuot Jews arercanded to remember the
revelation given at Sinai (Deut. 4:9) and to spaily reenact kabbalat ha-Torah (the
receiving of the Torah). This is symbolic of a wad) day, when God betrothed Israel
as His own people, separate from all others. Tla¢ gioPassover redemption was to set
us free to become God’s own treasured people (goiad®), a light to the nations:
ambassadors for Heaven's voice... According toesofithe sages, the entire Jewish
nation will one day be saved from their spiritugleeon Shavuot.

As Messianic Jews, we likewise understand that our
Passover redemption was designed by God to seteisdf
become appointed heirg\ypovopor) with Yeshua (Jesus)
and to identify with His redemptive purposes in gagth
(Rom. 8:17, Titus 3:7, etc.). By God’s chesed weraow
called God’s own treasured people (am segulalghato
the nations: ambassadors for the Kingdom of Gdeeter
2:9). We have been saved from our spiritual extbemthe
Ruach Ha-Kodesh (Holy Spirit) was given to us (A2ks

Collectively, the followers of Yeshua are called&aMashiach - the bride of the
Messiah (2 Cor. 11:2, Rom. 7:4, Eph. 5:25-27, R&W, 22:17). Presently we are living
during a betrothal period in which the bride andogn are separated until the wedding.
Our responsibility during this age is to be faithttuour Heavenly Bridegroom (2 Cor.
11:2; Eph. 5:24). When Yeshua returns, we will finhe united with Him and the
glorious "wedding ceremony"” will take place (Re9:7-9; 21:1-2).
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Shavuot begins on Sivan 6 on the Jewish calenddewish tradition, the second day of
Sivan is calledrom Hameyuchasthe "Day of Distinction” - since it was on tliay that
God told the Israelites that He would make thera ankingdom of priests and a holy
nation (Ex. 19:5-6). A three day period immediat®owing (Sivan 3-5) is called
shelosh yemei hagbalatihe “three days of setting the boundary” (Ex129 - and
represents a time of enhanced sanctity. The Jedaiglibegins at nightfall and on Erev
Shavuot (Sivan 6) it is customary to stay up ahmistudying the Torah in order to instill
a deep longing for God’s revelation to be givencdrding to some sages, one who
studies the first and last chapters of a book efftanakh is considered to have studied
the entire book, and therefore the custom arosea the first and last chapters of each
book of the Bible on the first night of Shavuot.eT$tudy of the Ten Commandments and
the Taryag Mitzvot (613 commandments enumerateitidpages) is also a common
custom during this time.

Since Shavuot recalls the momentous time whenliszaeived revelation from God at
Sinai, at daybreak additional prayers and blessangsecited at the synagogue for the
gift of the Torah (mattan Torah). However, sinceagng the Torah leads to ruin,
admonition to pursue the study of Torah is alsoerduting this time.

Who is the man so wise that he can understand Tms#hom has the mouth of

the LORD spoken, that he may declare it? Why iddhd ruined and laid waste
like a wilderness, so that no one passes throughl?ide LORD says: "Because
they have forsaken my law that | set before therd,l@ve not obeyed my voice
or walked in accord with it. (Jer. 9:12-13)

The sages sometimes make a connection betweerethBadys of Repentance (the time
between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur) and the segeks of the Omer Count (the
time between Passover and Shavuot). Studying Ged&ation is a prelude to re-
experiencing the joy of His Presence, though thigiires diligence and hard work. In
order to understand what God requires of us, we mage effort to study the Torah....
We therefore ask God to make Torah sweet on oguEsmand to help us be “engrossed”
in the words of the Scriptures.

All of this, obviously enough, indicates that Shatvis a time when we are called to
engage ourselves in the study of God’s revelatrmhorah. But how is this possible if
we are not properly educated to do so?
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In the Talmud there is this statement:

"The world exists because of the breath of the scloatchildren who
study Torah." (Talmud Bavli Shabbat 119b)

In Hebrew the wor@hinukhmeans "education," a word that shares the sante@sabe
word "chanukah"+>:m, dedication). Unlike the ancient Greek view thtgmatically

saw education as a humanistic means of escapiny"tie cave of ignorance" to better
one’s personal power or happiness, the Jewishatleducation implies dedication to
God and His concrete purposes on the earth. Rar{ifidammonides) notes that the word
chinukh is borrowed from the Torah’s descriptiordeflicating a tool for use with the
Holy Altar, "habituating the tool for its work."nlother words, godly education is a
process of being made a "fit vessel" for the sereicGod in the world. All other ends of
knowledge ultimately exist for this purpose, arghtly understood, education is a form
of worship.

Hence the Jewish value of teaching children thedeoff Torah and their obligation to
live as Jews.

God said to the Jews, "l want to give you the Tolah who will guarantee that
you will obey its instruction?" The Jews replie@hé Patriarchs will be our
guarantors.” "Not good enough," said God. "Theybelves owe Me...." "The
prophets will be our guarantors.” Again God resmahdNot good enough. They
themselves owe Me...." "Our children will be theagantor.” "This is good
guarantor!" (Midrash Tehilim/Shocher Tov 8)

Torah learning is not an individual act. When warteto “talk Torah” with each other as
members of a community, we share the greater mesfagdemptive love that Yeshua
gave to the world... Chaverim, purgiaémud Torah...

She is a tree of life

ERD ToRM

to those who lay hold of her;
those who haold her fast are
called blessed.

Prowv. 3:18
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