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Do YOU Need The Holy Spirit Baptism?
John Johnson

This is one of the most controversial questions I have to address as a pastor dealing with people
who do not come out of Pentecostal experience. Some have been raised in more "traditional"
church experiences; and, some have no church background at all; while even more problematic,
some have been taught that the "baptism in the Holy Spirit" is not necessary or worse yet, that it
is even of the devil. The question is, "what does the Bible say about the need for the Holy Spirit
Baptism?"

Before we answer that question, look at what the Apostle Paul warned the church at Galatia
about when dealing with any teaching other than that of the true "gospel."

Gal 1:6-12
6 I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ
unto another gospel:
7 Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of
Christ.
8 But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that
which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed.
9 As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you than
that ye have received, let him be accursed.
10 For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men,
I should not be the servant of Christ.
11 But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man.
12 For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus
Christ. (KJV)

Referring to verses 8 & 9 above, what is "another gospel?"  It is any teaching that disputes the
Bible... period. “Disputing” can be in the form of “adding to” or “taking from” the Scriptures…
or “mixing” man’s opinion into YHVH’S absolute truth… or, applying allegory that distorts
fact… or, taking Scriptural instruction out of context.

Does the Bible teach that we need the Holy Spirit Baptism? Let the following scriptures speak
for themselves:

Acts 1:4-5
4 And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart
from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me.
5 For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not
many days hence. (KJV) (Emphasis by this writer)

These scriptures are the very last words of Yeshua (Jesus) just prior to His ascension into heaven
to sit down at the right hand of God... where He now sits as our advocate "making intercession
for us forever unto God the father." (Rom. 8:34).
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Surely Yeshua did baptize them with the Holy Spirit as they waited at Jerusalem just as He
instructed them... and they did receive the "promise of the Father." Note this scripture:

Acts 2:1-4
1 And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one
place.
2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled
all the house where they were sitting.
3 And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them.
4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to speak with other tongues, as
the Spirit gave them utterance. (KJV)

For certain, in Acts 2:14-39, Peter confirmed this "promise of the Father," which Yeshua said
WAS THE BAPTISM WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT, in Acts 1:4-5. There are other scriptural
references to speaking in "other" tongues, speaking "in" tongues, speaking "with" tongues, and
praying "in" tongues (more on this later). This is the work of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:4b, as it
says "...the Spirit gave them utterance."). Yeshua is the baptizer. The infilling or "baptism" in the
Holy Spirit (same as Holy Ghost) is, in this writer’s opinion, for believers today. It is the
supernatural realm beyond our own natural ability. However, the Holy Spirit requires our
cooperation and willingness to participate. And, God gave the "promise of the Father" for us to
have empowerment beyond our own mind or physical being. It is received by the same faith we
receive salvation by. It is for all who believe. In my opinion, it is the first most important
“Christian/Believer’s” experience following our born-again conversion. It is the “third leg” of a
stable foundational plan that YHVH devised from before time was (as we know it) … more
about that later.

Notice that Yeshua's last instruction was NOT, go organize yourselves into denominational
memberships, form prayer groups, setup worship groups, nor even start a building program to get
the new “church” up and running. Take careful notice, here were the people who walked with
Yeshua, the greatest man who ever lived, a man of miracles of healing, raising the dead, walking
on water, rebuking the wind storm to a calm stillness over the sea, casting out demons... and the
list goes on. To top it all off, after He was crucified and buried, He rose from the grave and
walked through the wall of  the locked room upstairs where they were gathered to prove His
resurrection and deity that He had told them of in previous teachings. Surely they could have
done it alone if those “qualifications” were what would suffice. NO OTHER group of believers
in all of time could exceed their experience and credentials… this is a very important issue that
needs to be carefully examined. Why was it necessary for THEM, “that they should not depart
from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father…to be baptized with the Holy
Spirit?” Why?

If these people who walked with Yeshua for over three years were not ready to go do the work of
the ministry, or even live victorious lives as believers, who may I ask you would qualify to be
able or ready to do it? No one in the natural could have done it then, no one in the natural
can do such a thing now. Yeshua knew they had to have a power greater than they had as
natural men. They needed the infilling of the Holy Spirit... the baptism in the Holy Spirit... they
needed "to be endued with power from on high" (Luke 24:49). They were already "believers."
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They were confessors of the faith. They were redeemed (saved); they were born again as Yeshua
defined to Nicodemus (John 3:3). Yet after Yeshua was crucified they were afraid, lacking
leadership, and Peter had even given up and returned to fishing. The same dilemma of
"inadequate spiritual empowerment" exists today among the believers of Yeshua (Jesus).
Believers of every denomination, organized or independent... those, for whom Yeshua (the
Messiah) died, those who love God and praise and worship God for real… many yet today are
misinformed and ignorant to the empowering work of the Holy Spirit. They live redeemed lives,
but they do not have Holy Spirit power that God has ALREADY provided and sent to their
account. Nothing in any account is of any use to you until you "draw upon" it.

I am among the privileged believers who have been drawn (I believe by the Holy Spirit) into the
study of our Hebrew Roots… namely by returning to reexamine the fundamental truth of the
Bible, the bedrock or “foundation” of our faith (the Torah/first five books of our Bible… original
WORD of YHVH; codified at Mt. Sinai). I believe the Torah is for believers today and we need
to walk in its instruction as did the early Israelites (see my article “Why We Study Torah”). This,
Torah, is the same WORD that “became flesh… Yeshua” (John 1:1-14). (it is now 2012, and I
am 69; I have been a lifelong believer, in various forms of ministry for 40 years); In the past nine
years that I have pursued this extraordinary study of the Hebrew Roots of our faith, I have
noticed a trend (notably among Messianic fellowships) to focus upon the study of the Hebrew
language (ancient and modern), which is good in and of its own merits. That said, I believe, this
focus is often unbalanced and has absorbed much of the ministry role that YHVH (Yahweh/God)
intended for the Holy Spirit to affect. For sure, I am unquestionably a proponent of studious and
scholarly study of the Torah and Biblical subjects, and I regularly encourage our fellowship to
attend as many intellectually honest Biblical learning sessions as time allows them (I do not
support just any religious doctrinal study for denominational pursuits); I do not want you to
think I intend to diminish the importance of the study of the Hebrew or Greek, or historic and
cultural facts, etc.; I simply do not want to see us diminish the important role that YHVH clearly
intends the Holy Spirit to provide in our faith walk. The combination of the WORD and the
SPIRIT is necessary; you cannot simply diminish (or favor) one or the other. The WORD is
concrete substance. The SPIRIT is the supernatural power. I hope you understand that the devil
would like you to be anemic in one or the other… that anemic condition comes from
misunderstanding the divinely planned role that each of these “two-legs” (of the three) play in
balancing our spiritual lives as believers. When we overindulge in one or the other; for example
language and text study, we become intellectually congested (especially Rabbinical word study;
which can lead to dropping off into Judaism, and even denial of Yeshua); OR, when we become
“self-inspired” spiritually, we get snared by evil spirits that take advantage of our lack of WORD
substance… deceived that we are hearing from the “spirit” and know the way without further
examination of our wayward thinking. Your spiritual vitality will be limited to the content of
Torah truth you have allowed to be written upon your heart (inward parts) and mind, and
that you practice in faith. The only answer is to have the full provision of the written Torah,
daily walk as exampled by Messiah Yeshua, and the Baptism in the Holy Spirit… allowing each
of the three provisions to minister into our faith walk as YHVH fully designed the “three-legged”
plan to work.

There is one more thing… there is NOT an “Old Testament” SPIRIT and a “New Testament”
SPIRIT; with each doing things in a different way. The manifestation of The Holy Spirit in the
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Beginning… Gen 1:2, was/is the same Holy Spirit that fell upon the believers in Acts 2:4.
YHVH is the empowering “manifest presence” in both cases. The specific work of the Holy
Spirit in the “events” of Old Testament narratives was simply a focused implementation of
YHVH (by His doings); The Pentecost (Shavuot) “outpouring” that Yeshua told the faithful
believers to “wait in Jerusalem” to be empowered with (Acts 1:8) is simply YHVH’S continuing
and revealing of His “predetermined” way of bringing about the restoration of “all things.” This
“third” leg of the Divine plan (Shavuot Holy Spirit Baptism) is given to enable believers to
overcome the kingdom of darkness and it is one of the “secretes of the ages.” It is also, like the
Torah, a divisive subject. Like the Torah requires a believer to first “believe the Word” (Torah)
is for them now and forever; and it was not nailed to the cross; the Baptism in the Holy Spirit is
likewise a faith experience that causes our dependence to be upon Yeshua and not upon
ourselves (especially our intellectual or “natural” mind, which the Bible says considers the things
of the Spirit of God foolishness…1Cor 2:1-16).

Now you need to know that anything YHVH uses to empower the Saints is also a favorite target
of the devil to attempt to corrupt its validity… or diminish its potential for believers. The late
20th Century “Pentecostal” movement was fraught with misconduct and charlatanism… yet there
were many genuine Holy Spirit Baptism experiences that faithful believers witnessed and these
same eternally designed genuine Spiritual empowerments are yet today in practice among the
faithful. So, with all these issues at hand, let us be good Bereans and search the Scriptures on all
issues and try to understand the truth with both the Word’s substance and the Holy Spirit’s
leading. Too many times there is a fear in believers when challenged by differing opinions. Do
not let any man or hindering intimidation of a tormenting spirit try to stop you from your
exercise of faith… because everything in a believer’s life is about faith… The Bible clearly tells
us that without faith we cannot please YHVH (Heb 11:6). This is NOT to be blind faith, it is
faith founded upon the Torah as it is written and upon the lifestyle and teaching of Yeshua, and
as exampled in the Apostolic writings… all these foundational values are to be “confirmed” by
the Holy Spirit as we prayerfully pursue our walk with Yeshua. And, don’t forget, “iron sharpens
iron,” it is good to debate (discuss, examine, investigate) with each other in an honest, caring,
and sincere way… try to understand the views and experiences of how others live and interpret
the Scriptures. And when you really believe something is genuine as a principle of the Bible…
then don’t be ashamed to embrace it as you seek YHVH’S leading in living it out. It is this
writer’s belief, at this time, that the Baptism in the Holy Spirit is genuine as experienced in the
teachings in the Book of Acts and it is intended by YHVH that we experience the same power in
our faith walk in our day.

When I pray for people who want to receive the "infilling or baptism" in the Holy Spirit, I can do
so with great understanding of all the natural barricades that our carnal mind imposes to stop the
supernatural from happening. I was in such a dilemma for seven years myself before I was free
from the self-imposed block that I had to overcome in the faith realm. The faithful support and
prayers of my spirit-filled wife and the prayers of others undergirded me with the love and
patience of Yeshua until I was finally victorious. I was the main obstacle. It is my humble
opinion that any person who loves Yeshua and is struggling with this issue of the baptism in the
Holy Spirit, most likely does suffer the same hang-up that I was encumbered with before I was
set free.



5

What was that hang-up? When I had finally searched the scriptures and determined from the
Word of God that the Holy Spirit baptism (normally accompanied with speaking in tongues),
was for everyone who was a believer, I was still not able to receive until I realized that I had to
use the same vocal muscles and faculties to speak in tongues that I used to speak in my native
English tongue. I realized that God was not obligated to take my tongue and move it into
language... that was an issue of my "will" and I had to "will" to speak the heavenly language just
as I "will" to speak anything in my native language. I surrendered my "will" to the Holy Spirit,
and said with my mouth, what was already resident in me by God's design through faith in His
promise of His word "the promise of the Father," that Yeshua said He would send. As I received
the heavenly unction (the knowledgeable presence of the Spirit's words in me), I simply began to
speak (verbalize) the sounds I received and the rest is history. The precious Holy Spirit was now
flowing from this vessel as the "rivers of living water" that Yeshua promised. The supernatural
was happing in me. I (carnal self, natural thinking man), was out of the way and my "most unruly
member" my tongue (James 3:8), was now useful to praise God and pray in power that before
that time was never experienced in my born-again Christian/Believer’s walk. Praise God for His
faithful ways to those who yield their lives to Him.

What about the question "don't believers who get born-again in Yeshua (Jesus) have the Holy
Spirit in them too?" In my opinion, absolutely they do. The issue is not His presence; the issue
is the manifestation of His power through us. You must understand that the supernatural can
only move through yielded vessels in the spiritual realm. Our own natural mind and carnal
reasoning cannot understand the spiritual design that God has chosen to use. The Bible is very
clear on the impossibility of the natural man to receive the things of the Spirit of God.

1 Cor 2:14
14 But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness
unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. (KJV)

Do you have the "unlimited" strength of the Holy Spirit, to endure “over the obstacle,” when you
are at the end of your own ability and strength and understanding? If not, go the Master and ask
Yeshua, the "Baptizer" to fill you with the power of His Spirit that you too may become "endued
with power... the promise of the Father."  You can grow frustrated, and weary and even
disillusioned in the believer’s walk when you battle spiritual issues in your limited natural self.
The Spirit that empowers you will never become weary or frustrated or disillusioned... You need
the infilling or baptism in the Holy Spirit that God has chosen to use to raise you above the
things of the natural man. It is this writer’s firm opinion, that in the last days as we see more
wickedness and spiritual degradation in our society, that we will need more than the power of
our knowledge of any language or educational learning… while those are priceless; it is only the
Spirit of YHVH manifested in us that will overcome the darkness.

When you ask the Lord Yeshua to baptize you in the Holy Spirit, just let those "unknown"
sounds in your heart be released by speaking them with your mouth... just like you would speak
any other time. The language is "unknown" to the natural man (and thankfully unknown to the
devil, who knows all the natural languages); it is a perfect petition of prayer (if you are praying
in your spiritual language), or praise (if you are praising in your spiritual language). Paul notes in
Rom 8:26 “…for we know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh
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intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.” So, do not let your carnal mind
obstruct the Spirit, it will not like it at first, but it will adapt as you bring it under submission to
the Spirit... your natural feelings and rationale can take a break; you are "by your will" yielding
your vessel to the Holy Spirit. Then when things get heavy in the battles of life, go to the prayer
closet and let the Holy Spirit do the praying or praising concerning the things you cannot do "in
the natural" (much less fully understand) without the intervention of God's help. God designed it
that way, as a free gift, if you do not accept the gift and draw from the deposit in your account,
you will just have to struggle along on your own. The baptism in the Holy Spirit is like
“keeping” the Torah, neither one can “save you;” only the blood of Yeshua and his grace by faith
can save (justify) you… The Word/Torah and the Spirit is for your sanctification and
overcoming as you take up your duties among the believers doing YHVH’S kingdom work to the
fullest of your ability in His purpose for your life… it takes you out of the “flesh” realm and
elevates you into the “spiritual.”

Now mind you, this is not a “trance” or some kind of separation from the natural elements
around you; this is NOT occultism… as in “contemplative /meditative prayer” of the “new age”
new spirituality. Your mind should be “in Yeshua” and His Word and His promises, as is His
Mind… this writer believes the true meaning of “let this mind be in you that is also in Yeshua”
(Phil 2:5; 1Cor 2:16) surely is the frame of mind you should be in when praying in the Spirit
(i.e., unknown tongues, unknown to the natural man or devils)…  there is NO time when you
“leave” your mental rational sense… you simply team up with YHVH’S promise by faith (which
includes trust in YHVH beyond your natural understanding) and allow the indwelling Spirit to
utter the perfect prayer to the Father, and it is a prayer in His perfect will as in Rom 8:27)

To me there are at least three types of “tongues;” First, the “tongues that fell upon the believers
at Shavuot/Pentecost” which incident was Divinely appointed to get the attention of the people
there in Jerusalem (and these men were ALL Jews)… and to, in no uncertain terms, impact the
people that something supernatural was demonstrated by YHVH. Yeshua said salvation was of
the Jews (John 4:22), and this inauguration of the “third-leg” of YHVH’S plan was also divinely
executed (by His purpose) through the Jews “first.” (Note the connection of Paul’s comments in
Rom 1:16-17, connecting the gospel and faith to “the Jew first”).This was done at Jerusalem, in
the temple. It is this writer’s opinion this experience included all the Jewish Pilgrims (following
the Torah instruction to come to Jerusalem for the festival of Shavuot/Pentecost). They would be
witnesses of this Divine act of Scriptural fulfillment and return to their own countries and
disperse this message to others. And the disciples of Yeshua would experience this
unquestionably supernatural experience and be witness to its fulfillment… as Peter proclaimed in
Acts 2:12-39. This Shavuot “other tongues” experience was/is not an “unknown” tongue
example.

Second, there is the “gift of tongues” (one of the nine gifts of the Spirit; see 1Cor chapter 12);
which needs special recognition as a sort of utterance message to be “examined” by the other
believers who are to judge its validity similar to a prophecy in their midst. This example requires
an interpretation (interpretation of tongues is also one of the nine gifts of the Spirit). This
“tongue” is for warning or edification of/in the believer’s assembly. The exercise of this example
(in my opinion) should be restrained to known faithful believers who are known to be in good
standing with Yeshua and that have proven their faithfulness in the local assembly… NOT from
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just anyone or anybody that happens to show up for a meeting. The same restraints apply to the
one doing the interpretation. Not all believers’ operate in all the nine gifts (as noted in 1Cor
chapter 12). However, the nine gifts are dispersed to individuals as the Spirit “divides to every
man severally as he will.” And what is this purpose of the Spirit? It is for the benefit of the
“body of Yeshua.” Make no mistake about it, YHVH intends for each member of the body to
minister into the other member’s needs… as 1Cor chapter 12 so thoroughly explains. For the
gifts to fully manifest in the assembly, it is incumbent upon the members to live pure, holy and
sanctified lives so they (their human vessels, sanctified unto YHVH) can function as the Spirit
orders… provided they are yielded to the Spirit’s leading. The Spirit does not force the gifts
upon anyone.

And, finally, the third example is the praying or praising in “unknown” tongues that can be done
in orderly fashion in the assembly or in one’s own private prayer time. 1Cor chapter 14 expands
upon this discussion of orderly assembly. To me, the baptism in the Holy Spirit is of great
significance to a believer’s life; it is paramount to their spiritual growth and empowerment to do
YHVH’S kingdom work; otherwise why should the disciples have “tarried in Jerusalem, and
waited for the promise of the Father?”

There is one more question… Paul asked it of disciples in Ephesus…
Acts 19:2-6

2 He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said unto him,
We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost.

3 And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they said, Unto John's baptism.

4 Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people,
that they should believe on him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.

5 When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.

6 And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake
with tongues, and prophesied. KJV

I hope you will give prayerful consideration to this information. YHVH bless you and keep
you… Amen.


